[image: image1.png]




NEWS RELEASE

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Contact:
Dale Dodrill



Excel Polymers









(440) 715-7000









dale.dodrill@excel-polymers.com

Excel PoLYMERS Completes eXPANSION OF ROLLER COMPOUND CENTER OF EXCELLENCE

CLEVELAND, Ohio -- (October 28, 2005) – Excel Polymers today announced it has completed a broad facility expansion in their Kennedale, TX manufacturing plant.  The completion of the renovations, has established a “Rubber Roller Center of Excellence” to serve the roller industry for Excel’s global customer base.  The manufacturing facility has completed the construction of a new on site warehouse, new breakroom facility, additional extrusion/straining capabilities, and the installation of an internal mixer.   Along with these additions, the Kennedale plant also updated its calendering capabilities.

The Kennedale QC and development laboratories also went through a drastic facelift by doubling its quality control area, and establishing an R&D center focused on the roller industry.  The R&D laboratory has updated its applications area with two separate “roll testers” to try to recreate the environments that rubber rollers experience while in various applications.  The R&D center also installed a processing area that houses a strip-builder and three-roll builder to support and train the roller industry in their roll building processes.  This development facility supports not only the North American roller industry, but also the operations in China and UK.  In addition to supporting the roller industry, another market of focus in this lab is to service the Oil & Gas industry.  This lab has installed equipment to analyze dynamic environments in downhole applications as well as high temperature/high pressure situations.  Examples of these capabilities are API extrusion resistance, dynamic properties as measured by DMA, and analytical capabilities including Hi-Res TGA.   

Excel Polymers provides custom mixed elastomers, compounded high performance elastomers, roll compounds and efficiency-improving additives to the elastomer supply chain.  End use markets include automotive, aerospace, hose, o-ring and roller markets.  

For additional information about Excel Polymers, call 1-866-842-7942 or visit www.excel-polymers.com.
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